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is satisfactory ; but one reading it, regrets that the limit 
of space imposed upon the writer prevented his going more 
fully into the decisions — for instance, such a case as that 
of Mogul S. S. Co. V. McGregor (L. R. 23, Q. B. Div., 
528). This chapter is followed by the text of the Act of 
Congress of July 2, 1890. The reader may perhaps wish 
that he had been furnished also with the texts of the Acts 
of Missouri, Michigan, Illinois, Louisiana and Texas, on 
the same subject. 

Mr. Patterson states that the only change made by the 
passage of the Act of Congress ' ' in the law of contracts in 
restraint of trade is, that if such a contract is void at com- 
mon law, and is in the province of the Federal jurisdiction, 
then it is a misdemeanor to be a party to it, and is punish- 
able as prescribed by the act." Without finding fault with 
this construction, it may be noticed that the act begins 
by declaring that '■'■Every coniraci combination in the 
form of trust or otherwise, or conspiracy, in restraint of 
trade or commerce among the several States, or with for- 
eign nations, is hereby declared to be illegal." What 
contracts in restraint of trade were illegal at common law, 
and what were not, are pointed out by Mr. Patterson in 
the earlier part of his work, and must be presumed to have 
been known to Congress at the time of the passage of the 
act. Quajre, therefore, whether Congress has, by this act, 
made illegal ever}' contract in restraint of trade, whether 
void or valid at common law. 

B. H. LowRY. 



The American Digest. (Annual, 1891.) Being Volume 5 of the 
Un ited States Digest. Third Series Annuals. Prepared and Edited 
by the Editorial Staff of the National Reporter System, St. Paul, 
Minn., 1S91: West Publishing Co. 

This volume unquestionably represents the highest 
stage of development of the mechanics of reporting. In 
its five thousand closely (but clearly) printed pages it pre- 
sents a summary statement of all the decisionsof the Supreme 
Court of the United Stales and of the other Federal courts, of 
the courts of last resort in all the States andTerritories, of the 



212 BOOK REVIEWS. 

Court of Claims, of the Supreme Court of the District of 
Columbia, and of the Intermediate Courts of New York 
State, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Missouri and 
Colorado. When we learn that an addition to this volume 
contains notes of English and Canadian cases, memoranda 
of statutes, annotations in legal periodicals, a table of 
cases, and a list of decisions overruled, criticised, followed, 
distinguished and otherwise commented upon during the 
year, we are amazed at the completeness of the system 
which results in putting into the hands of the profession so 
much that is valuable within so short a time. But what 
solemn thoughts this volume suggests to the lawyer who 
looks at it for other purposes than the investigation of a 
particular point ! From a rough calculation, based upon 
the table of cases digested, it appears that about 80,000 
decisions are represented in this volume. If Lord Coke 
could exclaim in his day: " God forbid that counsel should 
know the whole law — or, for the matter of that, the judges 
either" — what language would his lordship give vent to if 
this volume of the American Digest could be exhibited to 
him and he could be informed that it represented the spawn 
of a single season ? But the language of that learned and 
irascible judge, strong as he might make it on such a 
provocation, would surely become a thousandfold stronger 
if he were to examine the conclusions which have been 
reached in some of these 80,000 cases. If his learning had 
comprehended all the legitimate development of the law 
since his day, he would doubtless divide this mass of de- 
cisions into three classes : first, cases which involve points 
already well settled — useless cases ; second, cases wrongly 
decided — worse than useless cases ; third, cases which in- 
volve a real question and decided in accordance with prin- 
ciple and authority — useful cases. Would that the wheat 
could be thus separated from the chaff, and the chaff ex- 
cluded from the American Digest ! 

Doubtless, if this were the function of the Digest- 
maker, the West Publishing Company would find some 
means of accomplishing it. The volume before us shows 
that they are not to be daunted merely because to the un- 
initiated the task seems a superhuman one. G. W. P. 



